St. George Serbian Orthodox Church
5830 Glenview Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45224, USA 

Very Reverend Petar Petrovic	Divine Liturgy: 10:30 AM
Church: (513)542-4452	Feast Day Liturgy: 8:00 AM
Mobil: (513)544-7481	Confession: before Divine Liturgy
Email: blagoslov@cinci.rr.com	Church School: 10:30 AM
Home page: www.stgeorgecinci.org  
	
Pentecost  	June 23, 2013

HOLY BREAD: Protinitza Gordana Petrovic                             	READER: Adam Meador
Cake & Coffee Sponsors :Veljko & Gordana Uverici with children	
COLLECTION & USHERS: Men of St. George	
ALTAR HELPERS: Zoran Zivadinovic	

WELCOME! We would like to welcome our visitors with us today. We invite you to follow the Divine Liturgy, which begins on page 28 of the Blue Service Books. WE REGRET THAT THE DIVISION OF CHIRISTIANITY DOES NOT PERMIT US TO OFFER COMMUNION TO NON-ORTHODOX OR THOSE OF THE CHURCH WHO ARE UNPREPARED. However, please come forward at the end of the Divine Liturgy to venerate the Cross and receive the Antidoron - blessed bread - as a token of love and fellowship. PLEASE RESPECT THE HOLY LITURGY BY ARRIVING TO CHURCH ON TIME AND PARTAKING IN THE LITURGY TOGETHER WITH THE ENTIRE CONGREGATION. The prosperity of our Church is in your hands! Please remember to leave your contact information by signing the guest book before you leave the Church.	

EPISTLE: Acts 2:1-11 - And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.
 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans? And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.

GOSPEL: John 7:37-52, 8:12-37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)
 Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said, Of a truth this is the Prophet. Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, Shall Christ come out of Galilee? Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was? So there was a division among the people because of him. And some of them would have taken him; but no man laid hands on him. Then came the officers to the chief priests and Pharisees; and they said unto them, Why have ye not brought him? The officers answered, Never man spake like this man. Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also deceived?
 Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him? But this people who knoweth not the law are cursed. Nicodemus saith unto them, (he that came to Jesus by night, being one of them,) Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him, and know what he doeth? They answered and said unto him, Art thou also of Galilee? Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet. Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

HEALTH OF: Geneva Jokich, Jennie Pjanich, Zora Droca, Spaso Droca, Heather Komnenovic, Ninko Stakic, Ranko Tepsic, Stacy, Irma Riordan, DEPARTED: +Stanisa Bojic, +Ruzica Jovanovic; Ionel Dumitru.PRAY FOR THE CHRISTIANS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.PASTORAL VISITATIONS: Ranko Tepsic;

FRIDAY	June 28		    Divine Liturgy at 8:00.a.m.

SUNDAY	June 30		    Divine Liturgy at 10:30.a.m.

MAKE PLANS  IN YOUR CALENDAR
 
Friday- June 28, 2013 "VIDOVDAN"  

MEMORIAL SERVICE will be held immediately after the Divine Liturgy, which begins in 8.00.a.m.

SERBIAN BOOTH  AT  THE  GREEK FESTIVAL "PANEGYRI"
June 28, 29, 30


This 3 days our church will be selling Kebabs(CEVAPCICI) at the Greek Festival "PANEGYRI".
We expect your help to make this Festival more successful. For more information, call Dimitrije  Jovic chairman    at  (513) 205 -8371.

ST. PETER AND PAUL FAST: St .Peter and Paul  Fast begins July 1st.




PROLOGUE

It is not the same to eat your meal with a blessing and to eat it without a blessing. Every meal is the table of God, which God Himself has set for us. This is why it is necessary as a householder to thank God and to beg for His blessings. Blessed food is more tasty and more satisfying while unblessed food is untasty, unsatisfying and unhealthy. On one occasion, Emperor Theodosius the Younger went for a walk in the surroundings of Constantinople and seeing the hut of a monk stopped and visited. The elder asked the emperor would he desire something to eat? "I do," answered the emperor. The elder brought bread, oil, salt and water before the emperor. The emperor ate and drank and then asked the monk: "Do you know who I am?" "God knows who you are," replied the monk. "I am Emperor Theodosius." The monk bowed down before the emperor silently. The emperor said to him: "I am an emperor and am born of an emperor but, believe me, never in my life have I eaten so tastily as I have today with you." "And do you know why?" answered the elder. "Because," he continued, "we monks always prepare our food with prayer and blessing; it is from that, that bitter food for us is transformed into tasty; with you, however, food is prepared with much labor and you do not seek a blessing (from God) and because of that tasty food becomes tasteless."
About how that of which he is afraid, befalls the sinner
"The fear of the wicked, it shall come upon him; but the desire of the righteous shall be granted" (Proverbs 10:24). 
The wicked one fears imminent death, the thief fears the burglar, the murderer fears the sword, the proud one fears shame, the abductor fears hunger, the glutton fears sickness and the slanderer fears the judgment of truth. That which the wicked one fears is what will befall him. 
The righteous one desires a pure conscience, good thoughts, peace, charity, love, truth, justice and meekness. God gives these to him even while he is here on earth. The righteous one desires the Kingdom of God, desires Paradise, desires the company of the angels and the saints and desires to reflect upon the face of God in life eternal. God gives all these to him when He calls him to Himself. 
O how just is the Lord toward the wicked one and how All-benevolent He is toward the righteous one! That which the wicked one fears, the Lord permits to befall him and that which the righteous ones fears the Lord removes from him. Of what is the righteous one afraid? Only sin. God removes sin from the righteous one and directs his feet on the path to virtue; and God protects the righteous one from evil spirits, the sowers of sin and, by His grace, waters the seed of virtues in his heart. 
O All-seeing Lord, protect us from the paths of the wicked, from the gain of the wicked and from the fear of the wicked! Help our wavering heart to become steadfast in the desire for that which is only pleasing to You. For that which is pleasing to You will, in the end, conquer and reign and everything else will be given over to decay and forgetfulness. 
To You be glory and thanks always. Amen.
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Stewardship Reflection
Pentecost
June 23, 2013
 
In one of his homilies, St. John Chrysostom is convinced that, as he says, "You will not do so much good to the poor as to yourself, when you benefit them" and he also says, "Do you not know that God enacted almsgiving not so much for the sake of the poor as for the sake of the persons themselves who bestow their goods to the poor?" 
For St. John Chrysostom, giving to the poor is the greatest way to "Lay up for yourselves treasures in Heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal (Matt. 6:20)." As he exhorts: "Let us then transfer our wealth, and remove it thither [i.e., to Heaven]. We shall not need for such a transfer donkeys, or camels, or carriages, or ships (God has relieved us even of this difficulty), but we only need the poor, the lame, the crippled, the infirm [to whom to give our wealth]. These are the ones who are entrusted with this transfer, they convey our riches to Heaven, they introduce the masters of such wealth as this to the inheritance of everlasting good things." So it is completely in character for St. John Chrysostom to advise families: "Make your house a Church, your little alms-box a treasury. Become a guardian of sacred wealth, a self-ordained Steward of the poor. Your benevolence gives you this priesthood." 
On this day of Pentecost, pray that as the Holy Spirit descends upon us that we may open our hearts to the poor, those in need, our families, our neighbors, our co-workers and each and everyone one that is created in the image and likeness of God. We pray also, that as the Apostles spoke in various languages, that we also, can speak in various languages to the extent that we define our Stewardship commitment. Every aspect of Stewardship is a blessing.

 Fill out the "STEWARDSHIP" form for 2013. Please give your time and talents!
